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Survey Backoround

The Milwaukee Youth and Family Development Alliance Youth Survey is a 36-question questionnaire based on
the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRSB) developed by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control. YRSB is used by
school districts and youth organizations across the country; additionally, the Wisconsin Department of Public
Instruction and the Milwaukee Public Schools utilize the YRSB on a regular basis.

The survey opportunity was offered to organizations participating in the Alliance as a way for them to
a) be part of a community effort to gather up to date information about youth involved in prevention programs;
and

b) obtain results for youth participating in their specific program. Any participating organization was able to
receive its own data back if more than fifteen (15) youth participated at their site.

The following organizations participated in the 2005 youth survey:
Agape Community Center
Best Men — Grand Avenue Middle School
Best Men — Edison Middle School
Boys and Girls Club — LaVarnway
Boys and Girls Club — Davis
Latino Community Center
Milwaukee Christian Center
Modjeska Youth Theatre Company
New Concept Self Development Center
Northwest Side Community Development Corporation
Social Development Commission — West Side Safe Haven

St. Gabriel’s Church of God in Christ

At each site, program staff organized a group of youth to take the survey and then
turned the group over to an Alliance survey administrator who distributed the
survey to youth and collected the completed surveys. Youth were advised that their
answers were confidential and that their responses would never be connected

to them as individuals. Further, youth were told that they were not required to
participate and did not have to answer specific questions if they preferred not to.
Overall, participation in the youth survey was excellent.




Survey Respondents

Age Percent A total of 467 youth completed the 2005
Milwaukee Youth and Family Development

12 years or younger ............. 24.0% !
13 years 18.3% Alliance Youth Survey.
.................................. . 0
fge of 14YAIS .o 18.9% Boys and girls were equally represented:
0 47.9% were girls and 52.1% were boys.
Respondents 15 YIS .ovvvvverrrsvsnessenessssnne 15.3%
16 YearS. .o, 11.0% The average age of respondents was
17 YBAIS . 7.6% 14.3 years; average grade level was 8.6.
18 years or older .......c.ccoeovnneee 4.9%

Grade Level Percent

bth 6th grade.....cccocoveeerencncennenes 18.7%

Tt s 14.1%

1 U 18.9%

brade Level e, 17.0%
TOth e, 11.9%

9th TR e, 10.8%
L1 8.6%

Hf[iﬁﬂﬂ American Race/ethnicity Percent
African American ................ 65.4%
Aimerican Indian or Alaska Nafive American Indian
— . or Alaska Native .........cccooo.ee.... 3.7%
Race/Ethnicity } Bsian ASIN e 15%

- Hispanic or Lafino Hispanic or Latino.................. 22.8%

. . - Native Hawaiian/
Native Hawaitan/Other Pacific Islander Other Pacific Islander ........... 0.4%

- White or Caucasian White or Caucasian .............. 14.9%
| | |

1 1 1 1 |
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

The youth who responded to the 2005 Youth Survey represent the diversity of youth served through Milwaukee Brighter
Futures-funded agencies within the City of Milwaukee.

The survey results are presented in this report. Each question is presented along with the frequency distributions for all youth
who took the survey. Comments are provided that examine possible differences between boys and girls as well as differences

by age.

Readers who are interested in more detailed results and analysis should contact Jan Wilberg, Milwaukee Youth and Family
Development Alliance evaluation coordinator, at (414) 962-3726 or jwilberg@wi.rr.com.




Siafely

The survey asked several questions related to youths’ physical safety in terms
of both behavior and attitudes.

During the past 30 days, how many times did you ride in a car or other vehicle driven
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Number of times Percent
0 tiMeS v 68.4%
THME e 10.9%
2 0r 3tiMES ... 8.5%
40r 5timeS..ccvveerreerrerreere, 1.7%
6 or more times .....cccceevueeneee. 10.4%

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you carry a weapon such as a gun, knife, or club?

Number of days Percent
0 days oo 83.9%
1dAY e 1.2%
2 0r 3days .o, 2.8%
40r5days .eceeeeieeiiennns 1.5%
6 or more daysS.....cccoeeverrerreenns 4.7%

Overall, nearly 1 out of every 5 youth responding to the survey had
carried a weapon in the past month.

The likelihood of carrying a weapon increased with age. Between the
ages of 12 and 15, about 15% of youth reported carrying a weapon.

At ages 16 and 17, the percentage of youth reporting that they carried
a weapon jumps to about 25%.

Also interesting was the difference between boys and girls.
20.9% of boys reported having carried a weapon compared to
10.8% of girls.

by someone who had been drinking alcohol?

Overall, about one-third of youth said they
had ridden with someone who had been
drinking in the past 30 days.

Boys were slightly more like than girls to
have ridden in a car with someone who had
been drinking alcohol (33.9% of boys and
28.3% of girls).




During the past 12 months, how many times were you in a physical fight?

50 Number of times  Percent Physical fighting was very common for both
0 times veeeeeerrrereerrere. 490%  9irls and boys: 46.0% of girls and 55.7% of
40 " boys reported having been in a physical fight
1 t|me ............................ 170 0 during the paSt year.
30 2 0r 3times .....cccvvueee. 17.8% _ _
4 or51imes ..occvevereeenes 6.4% AbO.Ut tin 10.VOUth (boy_s and g|rl_s) reported
2005 having had six or more fights during the past
20 6 0r 7 times ..oooovevvveeee 25%  year.
8 or9times ...cocovrvrennee 2.5% i )
10 4018 ) 00 The tendency to fight decreased with age:
Bor7 or9 B 100r 11 HMeS e 06%  60.2% of 12 year olds reported fighting com-
0 10orll 12 or more times........... 40%  pared to 50.0% of 14 year olds and 27.8% of 17

year olds.

African American youth were more likely than
other youth to report having been in a physi-
cal fight during the past 12 months (African
American 66.0%, Hispanic 47.8%, White
30.2%), Other 28.6%).

Where do you feel safe?
ir

Where do you feel safe? Percent This question yielded two important results.

AthOME .o, 75.9% First, only 3 out of 4 youth felt safe at home.

At school 23.0% This means that 1 in 4 felt unsafe at home for
........................................ . SOMe reason.

In neighborhood .........ccccooonevvrunnee. 21.7% _ _

At church 30.4% Second, relatively few youth reported feeling
s . safe in places that might be generally

At community center regarded as safe, such as school, church, and

OF Program ......ccccceuvmmmmmnnnnnennnennnnnns 233% a community center or program. "Fee“ng safe

IN ENLIFE CItY wovveeerrrereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenns 10.0% inthe neighborhood” and “in the entire city”

were the lowest scored items, reflecting
youths’ sense of vulnerability in these areas.

Fifteen and sixteen year olds were more

likely than younger youth (ages 12-13) or older
youth (ages 17-18) to feel safe at school, in the
neighborhood, at church, at a community cen-
ter or program and the entire city. African
American youth were less likely than other
youth to feel safe at school or at community
centers or programs.




Safefy

During the past 12 months, did your boyfriend or girlfriend ever hit, slap, or physically hurt you on purpose?

One in ten respondents answered yes to this question; 10.5% said yes and 89.5% said no. Girls were slightly more likely (11.4%)
than boys (9.9%) to report this problem.

I can resist negative peer pressure and dangerous situations.

i Strongly Disagree

isagree Agree or disagree Percent About three-fourths of youth (73.0%) said that
Strongly agree ..., 52.2% they “strongly agree” or “agree” with this
A 20.8% statement. Girls were somewhat more likely
[0 LT I .0/0 than boys to see themselves as able to resist
NOt SUFE oveereeeeeereeeereneens 19.3% bad influences (78.0% for girls compared to
STHWPEGJU DiSAQree w.eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereesssene 2.6% 68.8% for boys).
g Strongly disagree .................... 5.0% Boys were more ||ke|y than gir|s (226% com-

pared to 15.6%) to say “not sure” in response
to this question.

How often do your parents ask where you are going or with whom you will be?

How often Percent  Most youth (85.1%) reported that their
All the time ..o 68.8%  Parents asked questions about their plans “all
Most of the ti 16.3% the time” or “most of the time.”
ost of the time ................. 3%
Some of the time........cccc....... 96% Girls were slightly more likely than boys
. 0 to report that their parents asked “all the
A B Seldom or never ... 52% oo (88.1% compared to 83.5%).

Only a very small percentage (around 5.0%)
reported that their parents “seldom or never”
asked about their plans. This percentage
was relatively constant across gender and
age.




Cloarefres

Youth were asked a series of questions regarding their use of cigarettes, including whether they had
ever smoked, when they smoked for the first time, their current smoking behavior, ease of obtaining
cigarettes, and the extent to which friends and parents try to stop them from smoking.

How old were you when you smoked a whole cigarette for the first time?

80 - Never How old Percent The most important information in this table
70k | have never smoked may be the fact that 80.0% of_youth said they
sl a whole cigarette ........ 80.0% had never smoked a whole cigarette.
50 8 years or younger .......... 4.0% ‘Age of onset’ is another way of stating when
sl 9or 10 years old ............ 3.2% someone did something for the first time.
ol 11or 12 years old ... 51% Among those youth who reported havmg ever
smoked a whole cigarette, the average ‘age

20k 13or 14 yearsold ... 47%  of onset’ was between 11 and 12 years of

L 150r 16 years old ........... 1.9% age. Boys tended to have a slightly younger
10 8- gorj0 MMorI2 130r4

0 — -_I—LM 17 years old or older......1.1%  29€ of onset than females but both were

within this same age range.

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos, or little cigars?
100 -

0o Not Smoke How many days Percent

80 - | do not smoke 85.2%
ol Tor2days..cennn. 6.4%
3105 dayS v 2.1%

40 - 6109 days....ccooeecerrrrenenne. 1.3%
10 to 19 days....ccoevvvrerenne. 0.4%

20 o 20 t0 29 dayS...oooerrcceereenen 1.1%
. 359 g s NI a5 dYS.oorreererereeeee 3.4%

First of all, note that 85.2% of youth said that they did not smoke. This is
higher than the percentage who said they had never smoked a whole
cigarette (see previous table). This means that many youth tried smok-
ing but did not continue.

Boys and girls smoke at about the same rate — around 15.0%.

The older the youth, the more likely he or she smoked. By age 17, 25.0%
of youth smoked on 1 or more days during the previous 30 days com-
pared to 10.3% of 14 year olds. Very few youth (3.4%) reported having
smoked on a daily basis during the previous month.




Impossible
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Very Easy

How easy would it be for you to get cigarettes if you wanted some?

How easy Percent
VEry asy .oeeeeeeeeeeenneenen. 32.9%
Fairly easy ...ccoeeevvvvevvernennns 18.1%
o 11.3%
Very hard ..o, 12.7%
Probably impossible .............. 25.1%

Youth were evenly split between those who
thought it would be very easy or fairly easy to
get cigarettes (51.0%) and those who thought
it would be hard, very hard or probably
impossible to get cigarettes (49.0%).

Older youth were more likely to think getting
cigarettes was very or fairly easy.

For example, 40.7% of 14 year olds thought
getting cigarettes was very or fairly easy
compared to 61.7% of 15 year olds, 68.6%

of 16 year olds, and 71.4% of 17 year olds.
Girls and boys were equally as likely to think
that getting cigarettes was easy.

How much would your friends try to stop you from smoking cigarettes?

Nof Ar All

How much Percent
1 [0 T 56.6%
SOME .o 16.7%
NOt MUCh v 8.0%
Not at all .o, 18.8%

About 3 out of 4 youth (73.3%) thought that
their friends would try to keep them from
smoking cigarettes. Girls were somewhat
more likely than boys to feel this way

(78.7% compared to 68.6%). Nearly 1in5
youth thought their friends would do nothing
to stop them from smoking cigarettes.

How much would your parents try to stop you from smoking cigarettes

Nof Much
5ome

"

A Lot

How much Percent
A0t e 83.9%
SOME ..o 2.8%
Not MUCh v 1.4%
Notatall ..o, 11.9%

Overall, youth (both girls and boys) thought that
their parents were more likely than their friends
to try to stop them from smoking cigarettes
(86.7% compared to 73.3%).

The efforts of parents to deter their children
from smoking seemed to be fairly similar across
age groups with 14 year olds reporting the
highest rate of parental intervention (91.7%).

About 1in 10 youth (11.9%) indicated that their
parents would do nothing to prevent them from
smoking.




Youth were asked a series of questions regarding their use of alcohol including when they had their
first drink, their current drinking behavior, how they accessed alcohol, perception of harm from
drinking, and extent to which their friends and parents would try to stop them from getting drunk.

How old were you when you had your first drink of alcohol, other than a few sips?

80

70 - How old Percent
| Mever | have never had more

than a few sips of alcohol ....60.4%

8 years or younger............ 8.4%

9or10years old........... 6.1%

11 or 12 years old................ 9.5%

90010 Norle 13 "”415["15 ; 13 or 14 years old................ 8.9%

*  150r16yearsold.... 5.4%

17 years old or older .......... 1.3%

Six out of 10 youth (60.4%) indicated that they had never had more than a
few sips of alcohol. This compares to 80.0% of youth who said that they
had never smoked a whole cigarette. In other words, youth were more
likely to have had a drink of alcohol than to have smoked a whole ciga-
rette.

Age of onset (the age at which youth had their first drink) was 11 to 12
with very slight differences between boys and girls.




During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have at least one drink of alcohol?

Do Nof Drink
80

70

lor2
10 oo
. o8 63 e - MR

How many days Percent
[ do not drink ........ccooeee... 78.5%
Tor2days...ennnnn. 12.8%
3to 5 days..nieines 3.2%
610 9 dayS...cocemrrerierrrirnnns 2.8%
10to 19 days....ccoveverrernen. 0.9%
2010 29 dayS....ccovereerrrernnns 0.4%
All 30 days.....ooeveververrernes 1.5%

The vast majority of youth (78.5%) said that they
did not currently drink alcohol. This compares
to 60.4% who said they had never tried alcohol.
This means that while a relatively high percent-
age of youth have tried alcohol (39.6%), a much
lower percentage of youth currently drink
alcohol (21.5%).

Boys and girls were equally as likely to be
non-users of alcohol (79.4% for boys and 78.9%
for girls). The likelihood that youth will be non-
users drops with age; that is, older teens are
more likely than younger teens to use alcohol.
By age 17, 38.9% of youth had had at least one
drink of alcohol on 1 or more days during the
past 30 days compared to 19.3% of 14 year olds.
Very few youth (1.9%) had had a drink on 20 or
more days during the past 30 days.

How easy would it be for you to get alcohol if you wanted some?

How easy Percent

Probahl Very asy ..oeeeeeeeeeeneeenennen. 33.1%
|m|]ussi|]l,9 Fairly easy ....ccccoecemeveeneeneenn. 21.9%
VE[U EﬂSlI 1 (o 10.3%

Very hard ..., 11.0%

Probably impossible .............. 23.7%

More than half of youth (55.0%) thought that it
would be very easy or fairly easy to get alcohol.

Interestingly, youth felt that it was easier to
obtain alcohol than to obtain cigarettes.

Older youth found it much easier to obtain
alcohol than younger youth. For example,
50.2% of 14 year olds thought it would be very
easy or fairly easy compared to 77.1% of 17
year olds. Girls were slightly more likely than
boys to think it would be very or fairly easy to
get alcohol (58.7% compared to 52.2%).

During the past 30 days, how did you usually get your own alcohol?

How did you usually get alcohol Percent
| did not use alcohol during the past 30 days ......cccevevecerrerreerssinereseniens 79.7%
| gotitin a store such as a coNVENIENCe StOre .....cocveeveveerecereerereeneenernerenens 3.7%
| gave someone else money to buy it for me ... 3.5%
A person 18 years old or older gave it 10 Me ....cocceveeveerrnereereree s 6.5%
| took it from a store or family member ... 3.0%
| gOt it SOME OtNEI WAY .ottt sttt sssnens 3.7%

Youth who used alcohol obtained it in a variety
of ways. The most popular method was obtain-
ing alcohol from a person 18 years or older.
Purchasing alcohol from a convenience store,
getting someone else to buy the alcohol and
taking it (stealing) from a family member or
store were also used.

Youth who were 17 years old were significantly
more likely than younger youth to have
someone buy for them or obtain alcohol from
an older person.




How much do you think people harm themselves (physically or otherwise):

No harm  Very little A lot Don't know

If they use alcohol 1 or 2 times? ........ 21.7% ..o 45.6% ............ 17.8%........... 14.9%
If they use alcohol regularly? .............. 8.9% ..o 19.0% ............ 57.5%....cco..... 14.6%
If they get drunk 1 or 2 times? ........... 10.5% ....cvee.. 33.0% ..ceene. MN.4%.......... 15.1%
If they get drunk regularly? ................ 8.0% ..ocvrnne 9.7% ..o 67.1%............ 15.2%

Youth tended to see little or no harm in using alcohol 1 or 2 times. Less than 1in 5 youth (17.8%) felt that people could experi-
ence ‘a lot of harm’ (physically or otherwise) if they use alcohol 1 or 2 times. Perception of harm increased with the frequency
and extent of drinking with getting drunk regularly being seen as the most harmful (67.1%).

How much would your friends try to stop you from getting drunk?

=B
d

How much Percent Overall, youth thought it was more likely that

1 (o) TR 49.5% their friends would try (a lot or some) to stop
o them from smoking than from getting drunk

Some ........................................ 189/0 (733% compared tO 684%)

Not much ..o 11.0%

Girls were more likely than boys to think that
their friends would try ‘a lot" or ‘some” to stop
them from getting drunk; 77.2% of girls
thought so compared to 60.7% of boys.

Older youth were less likely than younger
youth to think their friends would try to stop
them from getting drunk (62.8% of 17 year
olds compared to 74.1% of 14 year olds).

Of note is the fact that 1 in 5 youth thought
that their friends would not try at all to stop
them from getting drunk.

How much would your parents try to stop you from getting drunk?

How much Percent Parents seem to be an important voice for
1 [0 T 80.9% youth relative to alcohol use. Almost9 out of 10
S 5,69 youth (86.5%) felt that their parents would try
OME e . 0 lsomer or la Iotr tO StOp them from gettlng drunk
Not Much g Not much ..o 2.1%
Not at all 11.4% Girls were slightly more likely than boys to
| Y Notat all ... A7

indicate that their parents would try ‘a lot’
or ‘'some’ (89.1% for girls compared to 85.2%
for boys).

About 1in 10 youth said their parents would do
nothing to stop them from getting drunk.




How old were you when you tried marijuana for the first time?

How old Percent Girls were more likely than boys to have

80~ Never
ok | have never never tried marijuana (81.2% of girls
tried marijuana............... 75.2%  compared to 70.7% of boys).
60 -
ol 8 years or younger .......... 3.9% Use of marijuana increased with age.
9or 10 years old ........... 2.4% For example, 23.6% of 14 year olds had used
40 marijuana compared to 58.3% of 17 year olds.
11 or 12 years old 1.1%
-« = WorlZyearsold ... .
- 13 or 14 years old ......... 7.3%  Average age of onset for marijuana use is
15 or 16 years old 3.4% only slightly higher than that for cigarettes
10 T lorlz 13ori4 BB o o By or alcohol at 11-12 years of age.
o SO B [ | g 17+, 17 yearsold or older.......0.9%
During the past 30 days, how many times did you use marijuana?
100 -
ng”ﬂrl'llﬁﬂ”ﬁ; How many days Percent The maijority of youth (83.3%) said that they
80 | do not use marijuana....83.3% did not use marijuana. Of those who used
. 0 marijuana in the previous 30 days, most
ol Tor2times..eeeveeevenne. 1.3% (61.8%) used it 9 times or less.
310 9times .ovevveereereerene 3.0%
. 0 .
0k 10to 19times ..ccccvvvevnnee. 1.7% About 1 in 5.VOUth (20.8%) “?ed marijuana
) 40 or more times in the previous 30 days.
20 t0 39 tiMes ....cccocveeeeeeee 1.3%
20 - 40 or more times .............. 3.4%
Me %9 gy -y 108
0 , I

How much do you think people harm themselves (physically or otherwise):

4

No harm  Very little Alot Don’t know
If they use marijuana 1 or 2 times?.......14.4% .......... 36.6%.............. 31.6% ... 17.5%
If they use marijuana regularly? ............ L[V H/ p— L[(N 7 p— 62.3% .verrrene. 17.3%

About one-third of youth (31.8%) thought that using marijuana 1 or 2 times caused ‘a
lot of harm’ compared to two-thirds (62.3%) who thought using marijuana regularly
caused ‘a lot of harm’. Of note is the consistent percentage of youth who indicated
“I don’t know” when asked this question.




Not Much

F[l]l]ilbll’
Impossible

Qs

Very Easy

No AF Al

W

How easy Percent
VErY aSY .ot 33.3%
Fairly asy ....ccooveeneererenennn. 12.1%
Hard ..o 12.4%
Very hard ..o 14.0%
Probably impossible .............. 28.2%

How much Percent
1 1o 52.3%
0] 11 [T 18.5%
Not mUCh .o, 9.6%
Not at all ..o, 19.6%

How much Percent
F AN [0 T 82.0%
SOME ..o 4.3%
NOt MUCH e, 2.0%
Not atall ...c..coceevrereerrererrne, 11.7%

How easy would it be for you to get marijuana if you wanted some?

Nearly half of youth (45.4%) thought it would
be ‘very easy’ or ‘fairly easy’ to get marijuana
if they wanted some. Boys were slightly more
likely than girls to think so (48.5% for boys

compared to 42.3% for girls).

Older youth thought it was much easier to
obtain marijuana than younger youth.
For example, 72.2% of 17 year olds thought

it would be ‘very easy’ or ‘fairly easy’
compared to 41.2% of 14 year olds.

How much would your friends try to stop you from using marijuana?

7 out of 10 youth thought their friends would
try ‘a lot’ or ‘some’ to stop them from using
marijuana. This was generally consistent
across age categories, although girls were
slightly more likely than boys to think so
(75.0% for girls compared to 67.1% for boys).

1 out of b youth thought that their friends
would do nothing to stop them from using

marijuana.

How much would your parents try to stop you from using marijuana?

Almost 9 of 10 youth thought their parents
would try ‘a lot" or 'some’ to stop them from
using marijuana. Again, girls were slightly
more likely than boys to say so (89.1% for girls

compared to 84.8% for boys).

1 of 10 youth indicated that their parents
would do nothing to try to stop them from

using marijuana.




Other Drugs

How much would your friends try to stop you from using inhalants?

How much Percent Most youth (79.1%) thought their friends
ATt e 67.8% would try “a lot" or "some” to keep them from
Some 1.3% using inhalants.
0 Again, girls were more likely than boys to
Nﬂt A Lot EO: rntuc|:1 1:3; think so (83.0% for girls compared to 75.8%
otatall . 0 for boys). 16.7% of youth thought their friends
would do nothing to stop them from using
inhalants.

In the past 30 days, have you used anything else to get high or get a buzz?

Used anything else Percent
| have never used anything else to get high or get a buzz........cccccovvueneenes 95.3%
Used COCAING OF CraCK ....c.ovevcvcececteeecee et 0.7%
Used inhalants such as glue or aerosol Spray .........ccccceeveerveneversersesernsiennns 1.8%
USEA NBIOIN ...ttt sttt st 0.7%
USEA BCSTASY .cuueucvuirecriieeeise ettt bt nees 0.9%
Used methamphetamines ... sssssssssssssssssnenns 0.7%
Used prescription drugs ...ttt ssssesssssssssssssssssssesaes 1.6%
Used over the COUNLEr ArUgS ...t ssesssssssssssssenssnens 0.9%

Few youth (4.7%) reported using drugs other than cigarettes, alcohol, or
marijuana. Of those who reported such use, the most frequently used drugs
were inhalants such as glue or aerosol spray and prescription drugs.




Other Drugs

How much would your friends try to stop you from using inhalants?

How much Percent Most youth (79.1%) thought their friends
1 [0 67.8% would try ‘a lot” or "some’ to keep them from

Nof At Al Y011 T 11.3% using inhalants.
NOt MUCH ooeererrrrrrnn 42%  Again, girls were more likely than boys to
Not at all 16.7% think so (83.0% for girls compared to 75.8%
.................................. 0

for boys). 16.7% of youth thought their friends
would do nothing to stop them from using
inhalants.

EEEEW A Lot

How much would your parents try to stop you from using cocaine or crack?

How much Percent  Most youth (86.7%) thought that their parents
DAY ) 85.3% would try ‘a lot’ or 'some’ to stop them from
. using cocaine or crack. This percentage was
SOME ..o, 1.4% fairly constant across ages, with girls slight
Not Much Not MUCh ..oeveeceeeceee 1.9% more likely than boys to think so (89.2% for
0ME g Not at all ....ovveeeeeecvvrvrreeeeens 11.4%  girls compared to 85.6% for boys).

Again, 11.4% of youth thought their parents
would do nothing to try to stop them from
using cocaine or crack.

How much would your parents try to stop you from using inhalants?

How much Percent  About the same percentage of youth (87.1%)
L o 84.5%  thought their parents would try to stop them
from using inhalants. Again, the influence of

o] 11 [ T 2.6% parents was fairly consistent across age

Not much o, 1.6% ranges with girls more likely than boys to

Not Much 1\ [0 4 Y -1 | 11.3% think their parents would try to stop them
ooMme from using inhalants.




Sexual Behavior

How old were you when you had sexual intercourse for the first time?

How old Percent
| have never had

sexual intercourse ................ 58.5%
11 years or younger .............. 11.1%
12 years old ....ccoceeeveevvecernene. 5.9%
13 years old .....cccoovereerrrrrennnes 9.6%
14 years old .....coceevveevvecennn. 4.8%
15 years old .....ccccovereerverennnes 5.6%
16 years old ....cccceerververcrcnnee. 3.0%
17 years or older .........cccceeene. 1.5%

During your life, with how many people have you had sexual intercourse?

he most striking piece of data from this ques-
tion is that more youth reported having had
sexual intercourse than smoking, drinking
alcohol, or using marijuana.

White and Hispanic youth were less likely
than African American, Multiple Ethnicity, or
Other youth to have had sexual intercourse
(African American 52.1%, Hispanic 20.0%,
White 18.4%, Multiple Ethnicity 36.8%, Other
50.0%).

Girls were much more likely than boys to
report never having had sexual intercourse
(77.7% for girls compared to 40.6% for boys).
0Of those youth who reported having had sex-
ual intercourse, 64.3% said their first experi-
ence was at age 13 or younger.

(R
3 \ Never Had
Sexual

v Infercaurse

How many people Percent
| have never had

sexual intercourse ................ 59.2%
1 PEISON vt 13.1%
2 people e 9.0%
3 People e, 6.4%
4 people e 3.0%
5 people e, 2.2%
6 or more people .....coceervvrennee. 1.1%

The average number of sexual partners for boys was 4.22; the average for girls
was 2.93. Itis important to note that the age range in this survey means that
respondents had varying lengths of time in which to be sexually active.
Further, because boy respondents tended to be older than girl respondents,
they essentially had more ‘time’ to be sexually active which might be one
explanation for their higher average number of sexual partners.




Sexual Behavior

The last time you had sexual intercourse, what method did you or your partner use to prevent pregnancy?

What Method Percent Condoms were the most frequently used

| have never had SEXUAl INtEICOUISE .vweeeeeeeeereeeeeree e seeeeee s s eeseeeseeseeens 63.6%  form of birth control; 75% of boys reported

N hod dt ; 3.6% using condoms the last time they had sexual
0 method was used to prevent pregnancy .......ceeeeeeessenesesseseeens 6% tercourse.

Birth coNtrol PillS ....ucvueeeeeeeeectscses e snans 2.4%

[70] 3T [0 11 F- TSN 25.7%

Depo-Provera injection or PatCh........cvceniceisiseesssse et sesenes 0.0%

A AT L o L V- AT O R TTRRRTTN 1.6%

SOME OThEr METNOU ..ttt st r et s e s s nesnenas 0.0%

INOT SUTE et teeeeee sttt et e e et se s esssese et st eeseeseseseanaesseeseesesesasseseseeserenanansens 3.2%

How many times have you been pregnant or gotten someone pregnant?

How many times Percent A small percentage (2.6%) of youth reported
0 TITIES oottt ettt bbb bbb bbb bbb nas b saas 94.4% having been pregnant or gotten someone
pregnant. 3.0% of youth indicated that they

0,
LI (T3 1< TSRO 1.9% were not sure”.
2 OF MOTE TIMEBS ettt sttt ettt s s st st es e et s b b s st et se st e b e sennas 0.7%
INOT SUTE ettt ettt s et et et e e e eeeeeeseee et ee e e eeseseseeeeneeeseeasanasseeseeeneneanananas 3.0%

Have you ever been taught about AIDS or HIV infection in schools?

Most youth (82.8%) said that they had received AIDS/HIV education in school; 10.6% said they had not received such education;
and 6.6% were not sure.

Have you ever been taught about AIDS or HIV infection someplace else?

Most youth (70.7%) had also received AIDS/HIV education somewhere else besides in school; 17.3% had not received such
education elsewhere; and 12.0% were not sure.




Youth were asked a series of questions that included their activity level,

On how many of the past 7 days, did you exercise or participate in a sport such as basketball,

swimming, soccer, running, dancing or other activity?

How Many Days Percent About 4 of 10 youth (39.5%) reported
0 dayS ooveeeereeeeeceeeeeesssseeeneeeee 14.4%  exercising every day; about 6 of 10 (56.1%)
reported exercising 5 or more days a week.
1day e 6.3%
2 dAYS e, 6.6% Boys were more likely than girls to exercise
0 every day (48.5% for boys compared to
3daYS .o 8.1% 30.2% for girls).
A.dAYS v, 8.5%
Some youth reported 0 days of exercising
5.daYS oo, 10.7%
y 00 in the past 7 days: 14.4% of girls and 13.8%
6 daYS .o, 5.9% of boys.
7dayYs s 39.5%
What do you do when you feel sad or hopeless?
What do you do.... Percent
Never feel sad 0r NOPEIESS ... 13.8%
B 11 (oI R =1 2o OO 36.0%
Talk t0 MY PATENTS ..ottt ns s ssanes 19.4%
Talk to another trusted adUIt ..ot 9.6%
oG oY TP 8.5%
Use alCON0l OF AIUGS .ucvuceececteecce ettt 4.4%

Do other activities, like going to movies, hobbies,
OF liStENING t0 MUSIC vttt bbb 49.1%

Very few youth (13.8%) reported “never feeling sad or hopeless,” with boys
twice as likely as girls to deny these feelings (17.7% for boys compared to
9.9% for girls).

White youth were much more likely than Hispanic or African American youth
to indicate feeling sad or hopeless. White, Hispanic, and youth of multiple
ethnic backgrounds were more likely than African American youth to talk to a
friend when feeling sad or hopeless.

Both boys and girls relied on friends, parents, and other trust adults to talk to
when they were feeling sad or hopeless; however, girls were twice as likely
to talk to a friend about their problems (47.7%) than were boys (24.1%). Boys
were somewhat more likely than girls to use exercise as a coping strategy.




How important is it to you to help other people?

How important Percent Most youth (74.6%) thought it was ‘quite’ or

o imporan Not important ......c.cccovvrreenne. 5.9%" ‘extremely’ important to help other people.
Somewhat Somewhat important ........... 195%  Again, girls were more likely than boys to feel
i i Quite important .........cccc.ee.... 32.9% this way (78.0% for girls compared to 71.9%
Jute Extremely important .............. M.7% for boys).
0 10 2 % a0 50
Statement Strongly agree Agree Not sure Disagree Strongly disagree
| care about other people’s feelings.......cccocvvveenee. 40.9% ..covererernne 38.0% .ccoverrne 15.4% oo 28% oo 3.3%
| stand up for my beliefs. ..o 63.6% .oovovrerrerinne 25.7% cooerrerene. 6.6%...corrrrnrnes 1.5% v, 2.6%
It is important for me not to use alcohol
OF OthET ATUGS vt 66.5% ..oovvrerrrerrans 14.9% .ovvrrerrnne 9.2%..coveereerrnns 3.9% oo 5.5%
| can resist negative peer pressure
and dangerous Situations .............ccceeeereerresrsserennne. 52.2% .oooverrerrnnnne. 20.8% ..oovevvee. 19.3% oo, 2.6% oo, 5.0%

Youth were most likely to ‘strongly agree’ or ‘agree’ with the statement “I stand up for my beliefs.” Nearly 9 of 10 youth (89.3%)
felt this was true for them. The importance of not using alcohol or other drugs and caring about other people’s feelings ranked
next with 81.3% and 78.9% respectively. Interestingly, a lower percentage of youth (73.0%) agreed with the statement “I can
resist negative peer pressure and dangerous situations.” Nearly 1 of 5 youth indicated they weren’t sure when asked this ques-
tion.

How often do you come to this agency or program?

One Time or How Often Percent Frequency of participation was fairly
consistent across age ranges with girls

l.ess Monthly About one time _
per week or more ................. 65.8% more likely than boys to be frequent (once
Tuice Montti Ab . a week of more) participants (71.0% for
Wice Montniy perorL:1totr‘1Atlr(: times 161% girls compared to 61.8% for boys).
................................ . 0
About one time
per month or 1SS .....ccccoeeunee. 18.1%
0 5 10 is 2




Quick Comparisons

Use of cigarettes, alcohol, marijuana, and other drugs:

* 14.8% of youth smoked cigarettes within past 30 days

* 21.5% of youth had consumed alcohol within past 30 days

* 16.7% of youth used marijuana within the past 30 days

* 4.7% of youth used something else to get high, e.g. cocaine or crack, in-halants, heroin, ecstasy,
methamphetamines, prescription drugs or over the counter drugs within the past 30 days

Peer influence — the percentage of youth who said their friends would try “a lot’
or ‘some’ to stop them from:

* smoking cigarettes: 73.3%

e getting drunk: 68.4%

e using marijuana: 70.8%

e using cocaine or crack: 79.9%

e using inhalants: 79.1%

Parental influence — the percentage of youth who said their parents would try ‘a lot’
or ‘'some’ to stop them from:

 smoking cigarettes: 86.7%

e getting drunk: 86.5%

* using marijuana: 86.3%

* using cocaine or crack: 86.7%

* using inhalants: 87.1%

Perception of harm:
* 57.5% of youth thought that using alcohol regularly could cause ‘a lot of harm’
* 62.3% of youth though that using marijuana regularly could cause ‘a lot of harm’

Ease of access — what percentage of youth thought it would be ‘very easy’ or ‘fairly
easy’ to obtain:

e cigarettes: 51.0%

e alcohol: 55.0%

e marijuana: 45.4%




